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Papua New Guinea is the biggest contributor of tuna in the world



Company Type Output
Mt/Day

Employment
(Direct)

Employment 
(Indirect)

Status

RD Tuna 
Canners
- Madang

Cannery 200 3,000 7,500 Operational

South Seas 
Tuna 
Corporation
-Wewak

Loin  130 1, 950 4,875 Operational

Frabelle PNG
-Lae

Loin/ 
Cannery 

150 2,250 5,625 Operational

TOTAL 480 7,200 18,000

3

Current PNG plants

Source: Pokajam 2011



Is PNG getting that value?





FISHERIES INFORMATION AND MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

Applications OBJECTIVE STATUS

a. Vessel Monitoring 

System

improve technology to better 

manage Vessel Day Scheme

PNG VMS Complete, 

now assisting PNAO

b. FAD tracking monitor FADs thru electronic 

buoys, to improve data 

collection 

trial continuing

[e.g. FAD recovery]

c. E-forms enhance near real time data 

collection

Complete, actual trial 

of  data transmission 

from vessel to NFA 

database – end of  April

d. Observer Database Fisheries management & 

MCS purposes

Under development

e. Licensing Database Automated processing & 

Issuance of  license

Complete

f. IUU Traceability –

Trade &  Catch 

documentation Scheme

Prevent, deter and eliminate 

IUU fishing and MSc 

certification

Ongoing, to be 

incorporated with the E-

forms 6



PNG taking ownership 
of fishery
16 June, 2010

Papua New Guinea’s 
National Fisheries 
Authority says it’s 
taking ownership of the 
country’s fish resource 
with a new multi-
million dollar tuna 
monitoring programme.



Conservation of:
Clean water, food security, cultural 
integrity



Languages in a coastal section 
of Madang Province





What does a cannery/loinery job 
mean to the PNG woman?
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Young woman forklift driver paid as unskilled labourer
at RD Tuna



RD Tuna women sort fish at  Vidar Wharf



Artisanal fisheries are vital to 
the subsistence economy



Market vendors make at least twice as much 
per week as do production line staff





At home in Madang



PNG is a  signatory 
to the Coal 
Triangle Initiative



Madang Lagoon is PNG’s richest marine area & home 
to 11% of the world’s reef fish, and to 17% of PNG’s 
endemic fish species. The Lagoon covers 4,000 
hectares of reef.



Parts of the Lagoon 
area, extending from  
Madang town to Sek
and Vidar, have already 
been declared a 
conservation area by 
the Bel people



Minimum wage is K184 per fortnight ($75 US)
Cannery women commonly make K80 per fortnight ($25 US)



South Seas  Tuna production 
floor toilet

Frabelle drain RD Tuna drain

RD Tuna drain



Lack of safety gear at RD Tuna



Fishing vessels smuggle bootleg alcohol, cigarettes, cold drinks



Four consecutive pay slips for production worker on 
90t/hour at Frabelle: K47.26, K53.55, K52.88 and 
K46.98 = K200.67 or  US$40/month

RD Tuna, SSTC, Frabelle:
Not minimum wage, not a living wage



Oil drums stored by RD Tuna in the current 
PMIZ zone



Wan koap-wan pis : 
feeding the family in Madang



Intergenerational conflicts



Men live aboard the vessels for 
months at a time



Proposed new canneries/plants

Company Product 
Type

Output/Day
(Target)

MT

Employment Status

Direct Indirect

Nambawan 
Sea Food, Lae

Cannery 150 2, 500 5,625 Construction
November  2011

IFC, Lae Cannery 150 2, 000 5,000 Full operational 
June 2011

Majestic Sea 
Food, Lae

Cannery/
Loin

350 6, 000 15,000 Construction start: 
Jan 2011 
Completion: Dec 
2011

Niugini Tuna, 
Madang

Cannery/
Loin

200 3, 000 7,500 Construction
Start: May 2011

TOTAL 850 12,750 33, 125

30
Source: Pokajam 2011





National Aids Council believes 7% of  
the PNG population is likely to be 
infected by 2015



National Fisheries officer Charles Lasisi presumed 
murdered on 29 March 2010
The killing took place on board the RD Tuna vessel FV/Dolores 838 inside the Bismark
Seas in Vanimo, along the Indonesian/PNG border. Police say Mr. Lasisi had been
strongly objecting to the fishing of dolphins by RD Vessels which have long been
accused of catching of dolphins, sharks and other prohibited fish.
Charlie Lasisi went missing after he left the ship’s mess room. Police say when he left
the room, two Filippino crew members – Ramil Lumactod and June Alon – left with
him, but returned to report he had “gone missing.” The captain searched the area
and the ship but could not locate Lasisi.

Serious crime



RD Tuna strike 2010: 
workers fired for demanding minimum wage







Yamei Diwag, chief of Dagenbag Clan of Baus village, refuses to cooperate with the PMIZ

"I will be dying shortly, water is not like gold, nor copper or another mineral dug 
out from the belly of the ground. Water is forever, I am mindful of all of you my 
children here present and others not present, I am mindful also of my grand 
children, great grand children, and generations yet unborn, all of you and all of 
them will not have water, if you give it away to those people (company) who are 
urging you to give it away to them... Never give it away, because if you even think 
about or consider that offer by them (company), that is the beginning of your 
death and that of your children and generations after you." 
Chief Yamei Diwag, 20th August 2011.



The local Member 
of Parliament for 
the PMIZ area 
electorate began a 
National Court 
action to try to 
stop the project
March 2011



Frustrated locals label Ministers 'conmen' over PMIZ
May 2nd 2011 ACTNow! website

When three senior government ministers arrived at Alexishafen on Friday 
for a public forum on the Pacific Marine Industrial Zone (PMIZ), they didn’t 
expect the kind of anger they got from the Rempi and Kananam
communities. Francis Gem, from the Kanamam area took the stage in front 
of 300 people and in one swooping motion said:
“It’s con job! And all of you sitting on this grandstand are con people!”
After a few seconds of shocked silence, Gem delivered another scathing 
attack this time calling each of the ministers by title and name.
“…Starting from our regional member [Sir Arnold Amet] right down… Benny 
Allan [Environment minister], you are a conman… Gabriel Kapris [Commerce 
& Industry Minister] you are a conman.”
Turning to the Environment Minister, Benny Allan, he issued a challenge to 
him: 
“You talk about managing [environmental] impacts and waste from the 
PMIZ… you look at Ramu Nickel… You haven’t managed Ramu Nickel! How 
can you manage the PMIZ?”
With that the Minister stood up and attempted to take the microphone from 
Gem. 



Supporters of the PMIZ project then shouted at Gem to leave but he refused. 
After 15 minutes of a trading of verbal insults from all sides, Gem resumed 
his speech. The level of awareness on land and environmental issues in 
Madang has dramatically increased since legal proceedings were initiated last 
year to stop the Chinese owned Ramu Nickel mine from dumping its tailings 
into Basamuk Bay.

Gem’s anger comes from the years of campaigning against a fish cannery run 
by Filipino company, RD tuna. He has been voicing concerns over 
environmental damage, prostitution and working conditions at the cannery. 
While opponents have repeatedly accused him of taking bribes, he continues 
to maintain his stand. In 2009, he travelled to the Philippines with other 
community leaders to see RD Tuna’s operations – a trip paid for by the 
company. While others returned as converted supporters of RD Tuna, Gem 
wasn’t impressed. At village awareness meetings he held after the trip, he 
told of how people had been displaced and of pollution in the sea in the 
Philippines. 

He now sees an even bigger monster, the Pacific Marine Industrial Zone 
(PMIZ) that will accommodate up to 10 more canneries and various other 
businesses.





PMIZ Protests 2010









Islands Business Thursday 04th August, 2011
Japan investment deal put off
By MOHAMMAD BASHIR
TUESDAY’s change of Government also changed the 
minds of visiting investors from Japan.
Here to pen a million dollar fishing agreement in 
Madang, the Japanese abandoned the deal when 
the Minister they were supposed to meet, former 
Trade and Industry Minister Gabriel Kapris was 
ousted in a no-confidence vote.  The visiting 
Japanese investors, led by Prince Katao Nashimoto, 
visited the Madang Pacific Industrial Marine Zone 
(PMIZ) this week and were to sign a Memorandum 
of Agreement with Mr Kapris on Wednesday. The 
Japanese visitors were kept in the dark last Tuesday 
night in Madang and only told of the news of change 
of government and subsequent cancellation of the 
signing ceremony only yesterday morning while on 
their way to Port Moresby. They left yesterday for 
Japan disappointed but with fond memories of the 
country.
Prince Katao, the nephew of the Japanese Emperor, 
is the chairman of Japan’s biggest fishing company.

That was then

This is now



Post-Courier Online News 
Tuesday 06th September, 2011
More heads set to roll  
By MOHAMMAD BASHIR
More heads are expected to roll at the 
Department of Commerce and Industry 
following the uncovering by auditors of several 
executives who are alleged to have siphoned 
millions of kina from three different programs 
including the K900 million Pacific Marine 
Industrial Zone (PMIZ) project in Madang… The 
government secured a K74 plus million 
concessional loan from the Export-Import Bank 
of China for the developments of the multi 
million kina PMIZ at  Vidar outside Madang. 
Department Secretary Stephen Mera, who is 
attending the tuna forum in Palau, confirmed 
that on a phone interview yesterday that he has 
already made several referrals to the police 
fraud squad and it was up to the police to do 
their job.  



Proposal for regional fund PNG Post Courier 12.9.11
By Harlyne Joku
THE PNG Government’s trade advisor Wayne Golding has proposed for a 
regional fund to be established for pacific islanders and resource 
stakeholders to enable them to own fishing boats and operate their own 
processing plants. Mr Golding who is also director and shareholder of 
Peace Haven Limited and Kurada No 88 Ltd said there is a need to create 
capital so ownership by the resource stakeholders can occur without 
destabilizing the regional and domestic investment climate. Mr Golding 
said the ownership of boats by resource stakeholders is less than five 
per cent…. Mr Golding said opportunities include crewing and cross 
border mobility, vessel ownership, processing intermediary and finished 
products, manufacturing of can, cartons, labels and others feeding into 
processing activities and other service activities such as provisioning, 
equipment, consumables, fuelling, health. 


